ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT


EQUIPMENT AND PROCUREMENT DIVISION


BID INVITATION


Bid Number:�
       Contract No.  #H-02-18P�
�
BID OPENING LOCATION:


AHTD Central Office�
MAIL TO:


AHTD Equipment and�
DELIVER TO: 


AHTD Mailroom�
�
�
�
�
10324 Interstate 30�
    Procurement Div.�
Basement-Highway Bldg.�
�



Bid Opening Date:�
 October 2, 2001�



Time:�
11:00 a.m.�
�
Little Rock, AR  72209�
P.O. Box 2261


Little Rock, AR  72203�
10324 Interstate 30


Little Rock, AR  72209�
�
Sealed bids for furnishing the commodities and/or services described below, subject to the Conditions on the reverse hereof and as may be attached hereto will be received at the above-noted mail and delivery locations until the above-noted bid opening date and time, and then publicly opened at the above-noted bid opening location.  Bids must be submitted on this form, with attachments when appropriate, or bids will be rejected.  Late bids and unsigned bids will not be considered.


In compliance with this Bid Invitation and subject to all the Conditions thereof, the undersigned offers and agrees to furnish any and all items upon which prices are quoted, at the price set opposite each item.


Company Name:		Name (Type or Print):	


Address:		Title:	


		Phone:_________________________Fax:	


City:		State:		Zip:		E-mail Address:	





Federal Tax ID or Social Security No.:						Signature:	


	Signature must be original (not photocopied) and in ink.  Unsigned bids will be rejected.


	


Item


No.�
Description�
Quantity�
Unit�
Unit Price�
Amount�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Supply Contract for furnishing to the Arkansas State Highway  and Transportation Department


Bullet Resistant Vests and Accessories  according to specifications attached to and made a part 


of this bid, at pricing set forth on the attached Bid Form for a one year period beginning Date of Award 


thru September 30,  2002, with an option to renew as mutually agreed.


�
�
�
�
Bullet Resistant Vests proposed to furnish:


Brand________________ No.________________�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
FOB:  AHTD – Arkansas Highway Police, 10324 I-30, Little Rock, AR 72209�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
The Department requests that for twelve (12) months after delivery, the bidder allow individual 


Arkansas Highway Police Officers to purchase extra carriers at the quoted bid price.  The Department 


requests that, during the custom fit measuring process, the bidder furnish information and individual 


purchase price to each Arkansas Highway Police Officer about the Second Chance® Under Armour 


undershirt.





It shall be understood that by submission of bid that bidder agrees to the conditions herein


specified and, if bid is found acceptable by the Department either in whole or in part, shall


consider this bid a contract agreement bound under these conditions.  The parties hereto


agree that this contract in all things shall be governed by the Laws of the State of Arkansas.





Should there be a conflict between conditions printed on reverse side of Invitation to Bid


and other conditions stated with Bid Information and Specifications, the latter shall prevail.





Bid Bond in the amount of $500.00 required of all bidders at time of bid opening or bid will be rejected.  Personal and company checks are not acceptable as Bid Bonds.  See Condition 3 on reverse hereof.


Performance Bond in the amount of $5,000.00 will be required of successful bidder prior to providing goods/services.  Personal and company checks are not acceptable as Performance Bonds.  See Condition 3 on reverse hereof.





TWO SIGNED COPIES OF BID INVITATION AND BID FORM MUST BE SUBMITTED.


�
�
�
�
9/18/01�
�
TOTAL BID�
�
�
�
�
ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY & TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT


LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS


EQUIPMENT & PROCUREMENT DIVISION





Bid No.  #H-02-18P				BIDDER:						





													


ITEM NO.                   DESCRIPTION                           		QUANTITY     UNIT         PRICE          AMOUNT	





1.	Second Chance® ULTIMA™ 9th Generation, Bullet	173	ea.					Resistant Vest, Threat Level II for males





2.	Second Chance® ULTIMA™ 9th Generation, Bullet	14	ea.				


	Resistant Vest, Threat Level II for females





3.	“MAC X” model multi-adjustable bullet resistant	173	ea.				


	vest carriers, black in color, for males





4.	“MAC X” model multi-adjustable bullet resistant	14	ea.				


	vest carriers, black in color, for females





5.	“MAC X” model multi-adjustable bullet resistant	163	ea.				


	vest carriers, white in color, for males





6.	“MAC X” model multi-adjustable bullet resistant	14	ea.				


	vest carriers, white in color, for females





7.	Second Chance Deep Cover® T-Shirt-style Climatron-	10	ea.				


	EMS knit, white in color, bullet resistant vest carrier





8.	Soft Armor-Pacs of same type of material specified	187	ea.				


	for vest, covered in like material








		TOTAL:___________________________





�
CONDITIONS





ACCEPTANCE AND REJECTION:  The Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department (AHTD) reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to accept bids in whole or in part (unless otherwise indicated by bidder), to waive any informalities in bids received, to accept bids on materials or equipment with variations from specifications where efficiency of operation will not be impaired, and to award bids to best serve the interest of the State.


PRICES:  Unless otherwise stated in the Bid Invitation, the following will apply: (1) unit prices shall be bid, (2) prices should be stated in units of quantity specified (feet, each, lbs., etc.), (3) prices must be F.O.B. destination specified in bid, (4) prices must be firm and not subject to escalation, (5) bid must be firm for acceptance for 30 days from bid opening date.  In case of errors in extension, unit prices shall govern.  Discounts from bid price will not be considered in making awards.


BID BONDS AND PERFORMANCE BONDS:  If required, a Bid Bond in the form of a cashier’s check, certified check, or surety bond issued by a surety company, in an amount stated in the Bid Invitation, must accompany bid.  Personal and company checks are not acceptable as Bid Bonds.  Failure to submit a Bid Bond as required will cause a bid to be rejected.  The Bid Bond will be forfeited as liquidated damages if the successful bidder fails to provide a required Performance Bond within the period stipulated by AHTD or fails to honor their bid.  Cashier’s checks and certified checks submitted as Bid Bonds will be returned to unsuccessful bidders; surety bonds will be retained.  The successful bidder will be required to furnish a Performance Bond in an amount stated in the Bid Invitation and in the form of a cashier’s check, certified check, or surety bond issued by a surety company, unless otherwise stated in the Bid Invitation, as a guarantee of delivery of goods/services in accordance with the specifications and within the time established in the bid.  Personal and company checks are not acceptable as Performance Bonds.  In some cases, a cashier’s check or certified check submitted as a Bid Bond will be held as the Performance Bond of the successful bidder.  Cashier’s checks or certified checks submitted as Performance Bonds will be refunded shortly after payment has been made to the successful bidder for completion of all terms of the bid; surety bonds will be retained.  Surety bonds must be issued by a surety company authorized to do business in Arkansas, and must be signed by a Resident Local Agent licensed by the Arkansas State Insurance Commissioner to represent that surety company.  Resident Agent’s Power-of-Attorney must accompany the surety bond.  Certain bids involving labor will require Performance Bonds in the form of surety bonds only (no checks of any kind allowed).  In such cases, the company issuing the surety bond must comply with all stipulations herein and must be named in the U. S. Treasury listing of companies holding Certificates of Authority as acceptable sureties on Federal Bonds and as acceptable reinsuring companies.  Any excess between the face amount of the bond and the underwriting limitation of the bonding company shall be protected by reinsurance provided by an acceptable reinsuring company.


TAXES:  The AHTD is not exempt from Arkansas State Sales and Use Taxes, or local option city/county sales taxes, when applicable, and bidders are responsible to the State Revenue Department for such taxes.  These taxes should not be included in bid prices, but where required by law, will be paid by the AHTD as an addition thereto, and should be added to the billing to the AHTD.  The AHTD is exempt from Federal Excise Taxes on all commodities except motor fuels; and excise taxes should not be included in bid prices except for motor fuels.  Where applicable, tax exemption certificates will be furnished by the AHTD.


“ALL OR NONE” BIDS:  Bidders who wish to bid “All or None’ on two or more items shall so stipulate on the face of bid sheet; otherwise, bid may be awarded on an individual item basis.


SPECIFICATIONS:  Complete specifications should be attached for any substitution or alternate offered, or where amplification is necessary.  Bidder’s name must be placed on all attachments to the bid.


EXCEPTIONS TO SPECIFICATIONS:  Any exceptions to the bid specifications must be stated in the bid.  Any exceptions to manufacturer’s published literature must be stated in the bid, or it will be assumed that bidder is bidding exactly as stated in the literature.


BRAND NAME REFERENCES:  All brand name references in bid specifications refer to that commodity or its equivalent, unless otherwise stated in Bid Invitation.  Bidder should state brand or trade name of item being bid, if such name exists.


FREIGHT:  All freight charges should be included in bid price.  Any change in common carrier rates authorized by the Interstate Commerce Commission will be adjusted if such change occurs after the bid opening date.  Receipted common carrier bills that reflect ICC authorized rate changes must be furnished.


SAMPLES AND LITERATURE:  Samples or technical literature must be provided within 14 days of AHTD request unless AHTD extends time.  Failure to provide samples or literature within this period may cause bid to be rejected.  When required, samples of items must be furnished free of charge, prior to or after the opening of bids, and, if not destroyed, will be returned upon request at the bidder’s expense.  Each individual sample must be labeled with bidder’s name and item number.  Request for return of samples must be made within 10 days following submission of sample.  Samples from successful bidders will be retained for comparison with items actually furnished.


GUARANTY:  Unless otherwise indicated in Bid Invitation, it is understood and agreed that any item offered or shipped on this bid shall be newly manufactured, latest model and design, and in first class condition; and that all containers shall be new, suitable for storage or shipment and in compliance with all applicable laws relating to construction, packaging, labeling and registration.


BACKORDERS OR DELAY IN DELIVERY:  Backorders or failure to deliver within the time required may constitute default.  Vendor must give written notice to the AHTD, as soon as possible, of the reason for any delay and the expected delivery date.  The AHTD has the right to extend delivery if reasons appear valid.  If reason or delivery date is not acceptable, vendor is in default.


DEFAULT:  All commodities furnished will be subject to inspection and acceptance by AHTD after delivery.  Default in promised delivery or failure to meet specifications authorizes the AHTD to cancel award or any portion of same, to reasonably purchase commodities or services elsewhere and to charge full increase, if any, in cost and handling to defaulting vendor.  Applicable bonds may be forfeited.


ETHICS:  “It shall be a breach of ethical standards for a person to be retained, or to retain a person, to solicit or secure a State contract upon an agreement of understanding for a commission, percentage, brokerage, or contingent fee, except for retention of bona fide employees or bona fide established commercial selling agencies maintained by the contractor for the purpose of securing business.”  (Arkansas Code, Annotated, Section 19-11-708).


	


ACCEPTANCE (For AHTD Use Only)





Contract No. #H-02-18P Accepted as to items numbered	








Date	  By		


			Procurement Officer


�
��



ARKANSAS  HIGHWAY  POLICE





#SPECIFICATIONS FOR BULLET RESISTANT VESTS AND ACCESSORIES�
�






A.	DEPARTMENT means the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department, representing the Arkansas Highway Police.





B.	BRAND/TYPE/MODEL: Second Chance® ULTIMA™ 9th Generation





C.	THREAT LEVEL:  II  (two)





Each vest must meet the following threat level standards





NIJ-STD-0101.04 CERTIFICATION:  Each vest Model must have been separately tested and certified to comply with the requirements of the voluntary National Institute of Justice NIJ-STD-0101.04 “Ballistic Resistance of Personal Body Armor” (September, 2000), as providing multiple hit protection from the Threat Level II ballistic threats shown below.


NIJ 0101.04:   9mm 124 gr. FMJ bullet at 1175 Ft./Sec.; 357 Magnum 158 grain SJSP bullet at 1400 Ft./Sec.





V-50 BALLISTIC LIMIT:  Concurrent with the satisfactory NIJ certification test, both male and female models must also have been “benchmark” tested for V-50 Ballistic Limit so a scientific V-50 performance level correlating with each successful NIJ certification test can be established.  The test method specified is MIL-STD-662e, modified by use of Roma-Plastilina #1 clay backing material and the same type of  handgun bullets utilized for the certification tests in Section III.1.  Subsequent test results must remain within the +/- 6% normal statistical variation for V-50 testing.


(9mm 124 grain FMJ bullet at 1717 ft./sec; .357 Magnum 158 grain SJSP bullet at 1690 ft./sec.) 





RELATIVE PERFORMANCE INDEX:  The vests must meet the following Relative Performance Index (RPI) results.  The relative performance index is the numerical index found by dividing the V-50 by the areal density of the ballistic pac on a pounds per square foot basis.  The following numbers must be equaled:


(a)  9mm 124 grain FMJ bullet at V-50 velocity of 171 ft./sec. with RPI of 3240; .357 magnum   


                        158 grain SJHP with V-50 velocity of 1690 ft./sec. with RPI of 3189.





4.	DEPARTMENT TESTING:  The Department reserves the right to conduct random acceptance testing on old, used vests utilizing the consistent, scientific V-50 test method.  The Department would be responsible for all samples and testing costs.





�
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D.	MINIMUM GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:  





The requirements in this specification describe minimum acceptable standards for concealable body armor for this Department.  The intent is to purchase state-of-the-art concealable body armor with optimum protection and wearability.  


All materials are to be clean, brand new and free of any defects.  All workmanship is to be of first quality.  


The vest manufacturer must have a comprehensive Quality Control Program which includes a written Quality Control Policy and the minimum quality assurance steps to ensure compliance with all specifications, requirements and performance abilities herewithin.  The vest manufacturer must also be Quality Certified by an accredited Quality Registrar to the ISO 9001 standard.  Certification of registration must accompany a bid.  All documents and data must be made available to the Department for inspection upon request.


Each lot’s critical fiber properties (i.e.  denier, number of filaments, fiber type, tenacity, and elongation at break) must have been certified by the fiber manufacturer.  Each lot’s critical fabric properties (i.e.  weave, warp, and fill ends/inch, basis weight, thickness, yarn and fabric tensile properties, 9 mm and .357 magnum V-50 ballistic limits) must have been certified by the fabric manufacturer.


The vest manufacturer must recheck critical fabric properties (i.e.  fiber and fabric property certifications, weave type, warp and fill ends/inch, basis weight, and 9 mm and .357 magnum penetration resistance) of each shipment received prior to its use in the manufacturer of ballistic vests.


The manufacturer must warrant that all shipments of each certified model will be identical in design and construction to that which was originally certified.  The manufacturer and NIJ must have retained samples from the original certification for verification and/or inspection.  No substitutions will be allowed without the prior written approval of the Department.


The manufacturer must warrant that the NIJ certified model will continue to perform at its established V-50 Ballistic Limit levels, as demonstrated by independent laboratory tests, within a normal variation of +/- 6% throughout the five year service life of the vest.


Each front panel and each back panel must be individually serialized, individually inspected and traceable.  All procedures and quality data shall be available to the Department for inspection upon request.


The manufacturer must allow unannounced plant and data inspections by agent(s) of the Department if the Department wishes to conduct them at, or any time during or after, the production of the agency’s vests.  The Department will be responsible for the expenses of their agent(s).


Each ballistic panel shall have a label that contains the Manufacturer’s name, the Threat Level, Size, Model, Lot and Serial Numbers, Date of Manufacture, Strike Face, Care Instructions, Certification of Compliance, and required warnings on vest limitations.


Each ballistic vest panel also must contain a concealed label to enable future tracing of the panel by model, serial, and lot number, and date of manufacture.





�
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E.	DESIGN AND WEARABILITY REQUIREMENTS


	


The concealable soft body armor and carriers described herein are intended for primary use as    


undergarments.


The vest must provide maximum practical coverage for male and female officers for everyday  


Wear.  However, it must not bind or constrict user mobility or wearability.  It must be concealable under a uniform shirt.  Specified thickness, flexibility, weight and fit requirements are intended to maximize everyday wear.  


The Department intent is to provide full wrap, but no overlap protection of the torso.  Coverage


Is to be the maximum available consistent with wearability needs.


The panels are to be of “full wrap” design so the side panels fit end to end at the sides, with no    


More than a one-inch (1”) gap between the adjacent ends of the panels.


Suitable relief of one inch to two inches (1” to 2”) should be allowed between the bottom of the 


Gun belt while the officer is standing so that no binding occurs when the officer is sitting at an assigned desk position or sitting in an assigned police unit.  


Ample relief must be provided in the armpit region.


A two-inch to three-inch (2” to 3”) scoop must be cut into the neck region so as to minimize the likelihood of the armor showing when worn under a shirt with an open collar.


Each vest must be custom fit and made to measurements.  Factory-trained personnel must perform all measurements.


The initial fit of each custom-measured vests must be guaranteed to fit satisfactorily on delivery.


10. 	Bidder and/or manufacturer must agree to provide alterations or replacement free until the wearer is satisfied.  This includes initial fit of both male and female vests.  The Department agrees that any requested alterations or changes necessary to satisfy the wearer must be made either verbally or in writing within two (2) weeks of issue.  


11.	Each ballistic panel shall have a label that contains the Manufacturer’s name, Threat Level, size, model, Lot and Serial numbers, Date of Manufacture, Strike Face, Care Instructions, Certification of Compliance, and required warnings on vest limitations.





F.  BALLISTIC MATERIAL:





The ballistic materials use to manufacture these vest must be primarily (over ninety percent   


[90%] by weight) a ninth generation* material such as ZYLOFLEX™ IX with SimuLITE™ Technology.


Each layer must weigh no more than three and two-tenths (3.2) ounces/yd².


No full layer may have any coatings that might restrict flexibility or moisture vapor breathability.  


No reinforced plastics on non-woven ballistic fabrics will be permitted.


The ballistic panels shall be constructed as follows:  Maximum Areal Density of fifty-three hundredths pounds per square foot (0.53 lbs/ft²) and maximum thickness of fifteen hundredth of one inch (0.15 inches).


Each ballistic panel must be soft, flexible and readily conformable to the body.


Each panel must be stitched together in such a way that it remains extremely flexible.


Assuming normal use and lack of abuse, field ballistic performance to specified threat level shall be warranted for five (5) years from date of original purchase.


Assuming normal use and lack of abuse, dry laboratory the V-50 Ballistic Limits shall be warranted for five (5) years from date of manufacture.
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G.  BALLISTIC PANEL COVERS:





Each ballistic panel shall be permanently covered with a moisture-vapor breathable, waterproof 


Material weighing no more than four ounces per square yard (4 oz/yd²) such as Millennium Gold GORE-TEX COMFORT COOL™ ballistic pad cover.


Said cover must also prevent body oils, fuels, cosmetics, insect repellents, sunscreen, and     food substances from contaminating the ballistic panel and/or compromising the waterproof properties of the cover.


Laboratory certification data of the below minimum performance levels is required.  The testing laboratory must be listed on the U. S. Government Qualified Labs List for performance of the below tests:





TEST			  REQUIREMENT			TEST METHOD


Moisture Vapor Transmission  600 gm/M²/24 hr Procedure B		ASTM E9680


	       Waterproofness		   No leakage after sustained pressure	BS3424:Part26:1990


										Method 29A


      Environmental Protection	   No leakage-synthetic perspiration	Fed. Std. 191A-5516 as


				   Contamination barrier test		found in Mil.C.85637-AS





BALLISTIC VEST CARRIERS:





Each vest shall be supplied with one black multi-adjustable MAC X  model carrier (173 carriers for males and 14 carriers for females).  The MAC X carrier face shall be constructed of 2.7 oz/yd² , 75Dx75D breathable Microfiber on the upper carrier region and 1,000 cycle, low pile Loop #3610 Velcro® on the lower carrier region.  The carrier, body side, is to be Climatron-EMS™ oz/yd² (122 gm/m²) thermo regulating open mesh knit to maximize moisture-wicking, evaporation and temperature management.  The carrier must have two (2) stealth plate pockets so the wearer has the option of using either a standard five inch by eight inch (5”X8”) or an optional seven inch by ten inch (7”X10”) armor plate and a rear hidden closure system for concealability.


Ten (10) of the vests shall be supplied with one white knit Climatron-EMS T-Shirt-style Second Chance Deep Cover® carrier for males.


One hundred seventy-seven (177) of the vests shall be supplied with one white multi-adjustable  MAC X model carrier, constructed as noted in H.1 (163 carriers for males and 14 carriers for females).


Outer carriers must be guaranteed against defects in workmanship for eighteen (18) months from date of purchase.





I.  SOFT ARMOR-PACS:





A soft armor-pac made from the same type of material specified for the vest and covered with like material shall be supplied  with each vest.  The size of the pack shall be custom measured and fit for each individual officer. 








�
AHTD - Contract No. #H-02-18P							Page 5 of  5





J.  PACKAGING:





Each vest with accompanying accessories shall be packaged individually in a protective plastic


bag and shipped in a specially designed protective cardboard box.





K.  STABILITY:





Bidder must have an established store with regular business hours.


Bidder must have personnel (1 or more person/s) assigned as a state or region service person


who is assigned to be available for responding to questions or on-site problems or needs and can respond in a timely manner.


The manufacturer must have been in business at least three years and shall, upon request by 


the Department, furnish a list of other agencies which have been supplied with the manufacturer’s brand product during the immediate past thirty-six (36) months.





L.  LIABILITY:





Qualified bidders must have at least ten million dollars ($10,000,000) in product liability


insurance; or


The manufacturer must have at least ten million dollars ($10,000,000) in product liability that 


covers the product liability.





M.  NUMBER & STYLE OF VESTS:





The Department proposes to purchase 173 vests for male officers and 14 vests for female


officers, with the number and types of carriers, soft armor-pacs and accessories previously noted in these specifications.
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