NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS





Laboratory Qualification Program


Supplemental Specification-100-5, “Certified Technician and Qualified Laboratory”, dated July 24, 2000, requires all quality control and acceptance testing be performed in a qualified laboratory.  The Center for Training Transportation Professionals (CTTP) at the Mack Blackwell Rural Transportation Study Center of the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville is administering this laboratory qualification program for the Department.  Several questions regarding the laboratory certification program have arisen since the program’s inception.  The following is provided to further define the laboratory qualification process: 


The CTTP has the responsibility of qualifying laboratories for materials testing and certifying materials testing technicians.  CTTP is in the process of inspecting the laboratories that have requested qualification, and expects to have this done by the end of June 2002.  Until that time, labs that have been inspected and certified by CTTP and labs that have requested qualification (and have certified to CTTP that they meet the necessary requirements) are listed on the CTTP website at www.cttp.org.


Each qualified laboratory used for a project shall be either a permanent laboratory or satellite laboratory listed on the CTTP website.  A satellite laboratory is a laboratory temporarily established in the vicinity of a jobsite for the duration of a particular project.  The location shown on the CTTP list must match the actual physical location of the laboratory in order for that lab to be acceptable for project testing.  Laboratories must advise CTTP whenever a lab changes locations.


Qualification of laboratories is in three areas of materials testing: 


1) Soils/Earthwork; 


2) Asphalt Plant and Field Testing; 


3) Portland Cement Concrete (PCC) Testing.


Testing performed by a qualified laboratory is only acceptable if it is done in the area of materials testing that the laboratory is qualified and for the specific AASHTO/AHTD tests that the laboratory has requested qualification.  The test methods that each laboratory is qualified to perform are listed on the CTTP website after the laboratory has been inspected by CTTP.  As an example, field testing of concrete (slump and air content) can only be performed by a technician certified in PCC Testing and using equipment that is listed in the Quality Manual of a laboratory qualified in PCC and AASHTO test methods T 119 and T 152.


Each laboratory that has requested to be qualified by CTTP is expected to check the calibration of its materials testing equipment and maintaining those records in its Quality Manual.  The Department may review these records when the Department’s test results fail to verify a contractor’s test results.


Additional information about lab qualification has recently been added to the Department’s Manual of Field Sampling and Testing Procedures.  Please refer to the copy of this revision attached to this notice.


Attachment�



Laboratory Qualification Revisions to 


Manual of Field Sampling and Testing Procedures





The first sentence of the fourth paragraph of Technician Certification / Laboratory Qualification Program, p. 4.5 is hereby deleted and the following substituted therefor:





Certification of technicians and qualification of laboratories will be in three areas of materials testing: 1) Soils/Earthwork; 2) Asphalt Plant and Field Testing; 3) Portland Cement Concrete (PCC) Testing.








The following is added as the sixth and seventh paragraphs of Technician Certification / Laboratory Qualification Program, pg. 4.5:





Each qualified laboratory used for a project shall be either a permanent lab or satellite laboratory listed on the CTTP website at  www.cttp.org.  A satellite laboratory is a laboratory temporarily established in the vicinity of a jobsite for the duration of a particular project.  The location shown on the CTTP list must match the actual physical location of the laboratory in order for that laboratory to be acceptable for project testing.  Laboratories must advise CTTP whenever a laboratory changes locations.





Testing performed by a qualified laboratory is only acceptable if it is done in the area of materials testing that the lab is qualified and for the specific AASHTO/AHTD tests that it has requested qualification.  The test methods that each laboratory is qualified to perform are listed on the CTTP website after the laboratory has been inspected by CTTP.  As an example, field testing of concrete (slump and air content) can only be performed by a technician certified in PCC Testing and using equipment that is in the Quality Manual of a laboratory qualified in PCC and AASHTO test methods T 119 and T 152.  Each laboratory that has requested to be qualified by CTTP is expected to check the calibration of its materials testing equipment and maintain those records in their Quality Manual.  The Resident Engineer may review these records when the Department’s test results fail to verify a Contractor’s test results.























