THE VERDICT OF AUGUST TENTH
. By the will of the Democratic voters of Arkansas. as expressed at the polls in the August pri-

mary, direction of the highway program of the State will be transferred on ]anuary 1, 1927, to
the hands of Dw1ght H.. Blackwood of Mississippi county. "

.

Mr. Blackwood: defeated Commissioner Herbert R. Wilson for re- nomlnatlon by 11,736 votes,
the final figures being Blackwood, 110,602; Wilson, 98,866 ; Masingill, 8,022.

The commissioner-elect is at present State Treasurer, havmg been appomted by Governor Tom
J. Terral in October, 1925, to fill the unexplred term of the late Sam S. Sloan He is 40 years old,
and a native of MlSSlSSlppl county.

Mr. Blackwood was educated in the pubhc schools of  his. county, later attendmg Quachita
College and the University of Arkansas. He entered professional baseball, retiring from the .
Cleveland American League Club in 1914. He was sheriff and collector of Mississippi county
-from 1919 to 1924. He is a large cotton planter.

When the returns indicated his defeat, Commissioner W11son issued the followmg statement: .
o . ‘ “The verdict has gone against us. The people seem to want a change.

“It is a little hard to realize that we will not be permitted to finish the program now under ,/
way, but that is the people’s. business. It is their department,.and their program.

“I was so thoroughly convinced the people wanted to go on with it I did not take the cam—l .
pa1gn seriously; paid little attention to the bitter charges of the opp031t10n. A .

“‘Some of the mud that was thrown seems to have stuck. -But time will wash. it off The
people are fair and will finally render a fair judgment.- I have no fear about how they will finally
] ‘ rate the road- bu1ldmg history -of the past few years in Arkansas.

. “For the old and loyal friends who went down with us in defeat I am sorry. Their unselfljsh
1 s efforts were worthy of better luck. - All I have to give them is thelrs my undying love and appfre-

: ‘ciation. <

1 “For the people of my .native State, even in the disappointment of this hour, I have nothing but

5 love. They have in the past been generous and forgiving; they have honored me perhaps ‘beyond
] my deserts; I shall always be thankful.”












































































