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1. Name

nistoric Winkley Bridge

and'or common Swinging Bridge

2. I.ocation

110 East aﬂproximately 5
strest & number mi es east of Heber Springs X/A not tor publication
city, town Heber Springs _Xvicintyot  congressional district first
oate  Arkansas code 05 county Cleburne ' code 023
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___ district X public . occupied ——. agriculture —— museum
— building(s) __ private _X__ unoccupied —— commercial —e park
_X_ structure ——both —— work in progress — educational —— private residence
———site Public Acquisition Accessible —— entertainment — religious
... abject —— I process —— yeos: rastricted —— governmeant — sclentific
- being considered X yes: unrestricted — industrial X _ transportation
N/A —no —— miiitary —— Other:

Owner of Property

name (Teburne County

strest & number Cleburne County Courthouse
N/A

city, town Heber Springs L vicinity of state Arkansas

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Curcuit and County Clerk's Office

strest & number  Cleburne County Courthouse .

city, town Heber Spri‘n_gs - state Arkansas
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

utle AHPP Survey has this property been determined eligible? ____yes _ % no

date August 31, 1979 —_federal _X state ___county ___ local

depository lw'sumv records  Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

city, town Suite 200 Heritage Center 225 East Markham, Little Rock state Arkansas 72201



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—_ excellent ___ deteriorated __X_ unaltered _X original site

X good —ruins — altered . MoOvVed date
— fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

SUMHMARY

Located approximately 7.2 wiles downstream [rom the Greers Fervy
Dam, Winkley B3ridsge plcturesquely spans the chilly waters of the
Little Red River. In the late evenings the shadow of Sugfar Loal
Mountain blankets the bridge. Heber 5Springs, the county seat, 1s
3.7 mmles to the west. Hinkley 3ri1dfe 18 typical of the
suspension bridge design with 1tvs gcacefully curving cables thac
are draped over towers and disappear Lnto the ground at the
bridge ends. dridse desizners ever,swhere call this type of
bridse the supremacy among all bridges in magnitude as well as La
aesthetic appeal. The suspension becidge deslgn 13 also one of
the cldest desiszsns known t£to man.

ELABGRATLON

Erected in 19172, Winkley 3ridsge typifies the shorter ransge of
spans that may be achieved by suspension bridge desizn. The
bridge 1s 550 feet lons, dinkley 3ridsge, as well as the
overwhelming majority of suspension bridsges, has two maLn spaas
and two side spans. Jecause the side spans are short enough, the
cables drape directly from the tower tops to the anchoraxLes, The
anchorazfes are massive concrete blocks buried at the ends of the
brid<ge and acre capable of resisting the cable tension. The
towers are steel beams and plates atup a <oncrete pirer. Metal
rods called hangers are suspended {rom the maln cables and are
plinaned and connected to the stiffenius bux sirders. Tie staiifeniasg
box Zirders dampen the cable asalnst vibration caused by the ii:.e
Ivads and hold the cable 1n 1.8 rejular shape. The box sirdecs
consist of larze woodea planks pinned and c¢cannected In a box
shape on each side of the bridge. The deck 1s likewise a4 system
oi' larse wooden planks.

The present condition of Winkley 3rids=se is structurally sound.
The steel towers, cables and cods show 31=ns of rust but recent
investigations show no internal damase. Several wooden planks
from the deck are missing but not enouzh to tmpede [oubt travel,
Althouzh the bridge originally gerved all types of traffie, 1t
was retired 1n 1972 to pedesirian traffic only. finnkle, Bridzie
contlnues to be a popular tourist attraction in the Greers
Ferry Lake area.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below .

___ prehistoric . ... archeclogy-prehistoric . _ community planning _ _ . landscape architecture _ _ religion

____1400-1499 __ _ archeology-historic . .- Congervation . law .——. Science

___1500-1599 ___ agriculture - - - 8COnomics - literature - .- sculpture

— 1600-1699 ____ architecture __ . education . _. military .- _ social/

—_1700-1799 _ _art = engineering e MUSic humanitarian

.. 1800~-1899 _X commerce . _. .. axploration/settlement ___ philosophy —_ theater

X . 1900- —-—. cOmmunications . industry . politics:government _X__ transportation
. .. invention —— other (specity)

Buitder/Architect  Harry Churchill

Specific dates 1912

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

SUMMARY

Spanning the picturesque Little Ped Fl.er at what wag kKroown as
Turner's Ferry, the HWinkley 3cildse 15 the only cr=2mainliy SwWliglng
bridge left in Cleburne County and cne of the few lefft 1n the
State of Arkansas. The bridge was bulilt by Harry Churchill who
be<Zan construction on May 27, 19172z The bridse was cumpleted on
November 13t of that same year. It 12 an excelleant example of a
streamlined suspension bridsge. The veidgse was .er; 1mpoctant in
the flow of commercial tratfic for y=acs 1tn Clebucrne Councy. It
was the only convenient link for more thaon two jenevations betazen
the eastern section of the count; and the couniy o=at i Heber

Springs, In 1968 the Ackansaz Hizhway Commizssion prozcammed the
srrdge For replacement. [n 1972 1t was clusaed o wvehlcularc
traffic. Today the "old =swinging bridse™ continues Lo cerve aas

a remirnder of the various engineecins structucres Jezizned Lo
enhance the ability of people to get [romn vne desttinaticn to
another 1n as easy a fashion as possible.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Berry, Time and the River, Little Rock 1982

Cleburne County Historical Society, Cleburne County Historical Journal

Group of Citizens Gathered Long Ago in 1911 to Plan Construction, Cleburne Co Times, 1980

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _N/A

Quadrangle name _West Pangburn, Ark. 7 Quadrangle scale _1:24,000
UTM References

Ay sl Lslei3lisgol 1349127 161610 Lol W b b b |
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

el e Load Lol lbaad NS B I T S O T T
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Winkley Bridge lies in the corner cammon to Sections 16, 17, 20 and 21., Township 10
Range 9 in Cleburne County, Arkansas. (See Attachment A)

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Jo Holmes (edited by the AHPP staff)
Heber Springs Business and Professional

organization Women's Club date September 1, 1983
street & numberRoute 2 tetephone 825-6549
cityortown  Quitman state Arkansas

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

— national _ _state —X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Pubtic Law 89—
665), | heredy nominate this property for inciusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Nati | Park Sarvice.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature o).

-

tile  State Historic Preserva ijon Officer date X 3) - f‘{

For NPS use only
| hareby certity that this property is included in the National Register

date
Koeper of the National Register
Attest: date
Chief of Registration '

GPO §94:708



CLEBURNE COUNTY. ARKANSAS

ATTACHMENT A
day of 19 Term 19

IN THE COUNTY OF CLE3UYNS CJUUNTY, ARKANSAS

IN THE WATTER OF ESTABLISHING ]
RIGHT OF WAY LDMITS FOR ANNEIATION .

OF CERTAIN COUNTY HOADS T0 THE

STATE KIGMAT SYSTER -

ORDER

Niw on this day comes for consideration the ratier of establishing the right ov vay liaits for the
annexalion of cu county roads to the State Higinay System.

And the Court beingv ell and sufficiently sdvised on all matters of law and fact doth find that
by Act 1L8, Ark. Acts of 1957, the Gensral Asasmbly of Arkansas did authorise end direct the State
Highway Cormission to annex a minimux of 10 or a maximum of 12 lineal miies of county roads in esch
county to the State Highway System; that by Minote Order No. 217L, duted July 10, 1957, of the State
Highway Comwission, the following roads in this County wers designated as s part of the State Highway
Systam, subject to certain conditions stated in said Minute Order; said rosditsing located in accordance
vith the sttached sketch map; and more particularly described aa follows;

ROAD MAME: Hichway 110 - Wilburng
COUNTY OF: - Cleburne

CENTERLINE TR SCRIPTION

Starting in*he corner common to Sections 16, 17, 20 and 21, Township
10 North, Range ¥ West; thence South 64°26° West 96.0 feet to Station
37+36.0; thence North 39°3L* West 259.L feet to P, T. Statione 3us76.6;
thence alone a LO0O' curve left L23.3 feet to P.C. Station 30+53.3;
thence Hos-th SN0t West 1855.0 feet to P.T. Ltation 11497,3; thence
along & 1°00' curve risht 166.7 feet to P.C. Station 10+30.6; chence
North 5LOSO' East 728.L fret to Station 2492.2, the polnt of bezinning

on State Highway ]:10.

East 738.L feet to P.C. Staticn 10+30.5; thence along s 1°00+¢
curve lelt 166.7 feet to P.T7. Staticn 11+57.3; thence South S69%
East 1856,0 feet to P.C. Station 30+53.3; tnence along a 400" curve
richt 23,3 fest to P.t. Station 3L¢76.5; thence South 3903l Cast
1303.5 feat to P.2. Station L7+480.1; +thence along a 10709 curve
left 579.2 feet to P.T. Station 53+59.3; lheace North §2°31' East
120.2 feet to F.C. Station Su+87.5; thence along an 18900* curve right
496.9 fest to P.T. Station 59+8k.l; thence South 8903 East SL3.5 fest
to P.C. Station £5+28.0; thence along a 129000 curve left TLL.7 feet
to P.T. Station 72+72.7; thence Sorth82°357 East 1L2L.6 fest to P. L.
Station B6+97.); thence North 82°12' East 3302,7 feet to P.I, Station
120+00.0; thence lorth B1921' East 1311.6€ feet to P.C. Station 133+11.6;
ihence slong a 3900' curve right 372.2 feet to P.T. Station 136+83.6;
thence South 87029! East A30.3 feet to F.C. Ststion 1L$+1ll.1; thence
along & 4700 curve rizht 392.1 feet to F.T, Station 149406.2; thence
South 7143 East 1L2.5 feet to P.C, Station 150+LB.7; thence alonz a
6%00¢ curve left 3i3.9 feet to P.T. Station 153+62.8; thence Horth
B9022¢ East 1458.9 leet to P.C. Station 170+3L.5; thence alonp a 10°00°
curve left 153.0 fest to P.T. Staiion 17h+9k.5; thence North L3%0L!
East T38.1 feet ot P.C. Station 182+32.6; thence alony & 2900' curve
right L3k.2 feet to P.T, Station 186466.5; thence North 517L5" East
175.& feat to P.C. Station 1B8+L2.L; thence along a L°00' curve left
339.6 fest to P.T. Station 191+82.,0; thence North 18910' East B61.1 feet
to P.C. Station 200+L3,1; thence along a 1000' curve left 166.7 feet
to P.T. Station 2;2+09.8; lhence North 3€°30' East 1778.6 feet to F.C.
Station 219+8B.4; thence along a 10°00' curve right L25.7 feet to P.T.
Station 22Lslk.1; thenee MNorth,79 Ok' East 1L96.C feet to P.C. Station .
239+10,1; thence along & 12°00' curve left L95.3 feet to F.T. Statien
20li+05.%; thence North 19°3L' East 3572.9 feet to P.C. 5Station 283+76.8;
thence elong a 10°00' cruve right $57.8 feet to P.T. Station 28736.6;
thance Morth 55°21' East 1263.6 feet to P.C. Station 300+00.2; thence
along ® 3°00" curve left 517.B fect to P.T. Station 3J05+18.0; thence
North 39°49' Last 652.1 feet to P.C. Station 311+70.1; thence along &
800" cruve right 56L.6 feet to P.T. Statiom 317+3L.7; thence Norkh
8L 59' East 2265.3 feet to P.I. Station 3L0+00.0; thence North 1Ml 1)
Zast GLB.6 feet to P, C. Station 3L&+k8.6; thence along a 10°00" curve
left 273.h feet to P.T. Station 3L9+22.0, the snd of survey at
¥ilburn, Arkansas.

3,8-]_nﬂing at Station 2+92.2, the adovs Zescribed point; thence South
5L°501

The right of way widths conveyed esch side of the hervinabove described

centerline shall be as [ollows:
width to Left Yidth to Rizht Total

Statiom to Statiom Lin. Ft. of Cznterline of Centerlins width
2494.2 G+]0.0 271.0 1og 0 pirs]
5+70.0 3hy+22.0 3l3s2Z.0 Lo Lo 6o

VHEREFOPE, 1t is considersd, ordered and adjudged that the conditl-ns az set forth in
said Minute Order are hereby accepted and Lhat the sbove described road de, and the s me is hereby located
a8 sbove described and the lands described herein be and are heredy condemned for said highway purpose, (res
of cdost to the Stata Hiphway Commlssion.

It 43 further ordersd that if there is any landowner whe is affected by this order who feels
himself apvrisved or damared by reason of any change rade, in whole or in part, of the riute aver his lsnd, he
nust prescnt his claim te this court within ane year of the date of this order or be forever barred,

April 9, 1959, TWTE /af J. C. May , COUNTY JUDE
dt—-&a— . ﬁ""
Alvie Hef , Clark,
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